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On Friday, June 12" Historic Bovaird
House Chairman Michael Avis was the proud
recipient of an

ONTARIO HERITAGE TRUST 2008
HERITAGE COMMUNITY
RECOGNITION PROGRAM

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

Presenting Michael with the framed
certificate issued by the Honourable Lincoln
Alexander, former Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario and current Chairman of the Ontario
Heritage Trust Foundation, is Lynda Voegtle,
Co-Chair of the Brampton Heritage Board

Fellow H.B.H. volunteer and also Co-
Chair of the Brampton Heritage Board Paul
Willoughby (pictured right) was Master of
Ceremonies for this gala event.

Held at the magnificent residence of
David and Iris Nava, attendees included the
Mayor of Brampton, Susan Fennell, members
of both regional and city council, many
members of the Brampton Heritage Board,
the Brampton Historical Society, a large
contingent of volunteers from Historic
Bovaird House, friends and family members.

Michael has been a Board member of
the Brampton Heritage Board for 10 years
and is currently Chairman of the Outreach &
Marketing Sub-Committee and also sits on
this organization’s Budget Sub-Committee.

He has been with the Brampton Historical
Society since it's inception eleven years ago
and currently holds the position of Vice-President.



A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF
OUR CHAIRMAN MICHAEL.

After having recently received his
aforementioned prestigious award, we thought
many readers should learn more about this most
interesting gentleman:

UPCOMING EVENTS AT
HISTORIC BOVAIRD HOUSE

Michael arrived as a young boy in Canada
in 1951 from his home in England. Although born
in London, in 1941 his family had sought refuge
from the devastating effects of a World War Il in
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Yorkshire in the north of England where the
family lived until emigrating to Canada in
December of 1951.

His love of history was certainly nurtured
by his London-based grandmother with whom he
enjoyed spending summer holidays. Even at a
very young age he was encouraged to wande
some of the greatest museums in the world. Place
such as The Imperial War Museum, The Victoria
& Albert Museum and The British Museum and
many others held a fascination for history that
would remain with him for the rest of his life.

His father, George, was a noted pianc
manufacturer by trade and in keeping with family
tradition, Michael also became involved in the
piano industry. Apart from ‘tuning the ivories’
for many internationally known pianists or their
orchestras as they visit Ontario, his piano
manufacturing skills were recognized

Saturday, October 17th

Sparks, Brownies and Girl Guides are

invited to visit the house and witness cooking

on an open fire,
butter making, a show-and-tell of 19th
century artifacts and toys, as well as

experience a tour of this 1852 farmhouse.

internationally to the extent that his career has
included accepting invitations to share his
technical expertise with the piano industries of
such countries as Germany, Japan, with most of
his efforts conducted in the former USSR.

Even at age sixty-nine, Michael travels
southern Ontario almost daily, plying his
mostunique trade.

Michael's interest in the past and
Canadian pioneers would eventually lead him to
seek an active role in the preservation ang
promotion of history of his now home town of
Brampton. Years of involvement with the
Brampton Heritage Board, Brampton Historical
Society and the establishing of Historic Bovaird
House as a living museum are a testament to hi§
passion for helping to preserve the past for thg
benefit of future generations...

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
& CARRIAGE HOUSE CRAFT SALE

Saturday & Sunday

December 8 & 6™
10:00am — 4:00pm

Our Olde House will again be
bedecked in finest Victorian splendour
with our very own crafters and
numerous guest artisans displaying
their finest works for seasonal
gift-giving... truly an event
not to be missed !!!
Plan to shop early for best selection,
Enjoy afternoon tea in front of
the roaring fire in Mossie’s Tea Room,
NO reservations required.

Keep up the great work Michael !!!




OUR NEWEST ACQUISITION

According to his granddaughter Amelia’s

memoirs, when Mister Peter Chisholm, the actual
builder of the
House in 1852,
arrived in Peel
County after
selling his bakery
business and real
estate holding in
New York city,
one of the first
items he
commissioned
from a local
tradesman was a
desk secretary
from which he
could conduct
and manage his
accounts and
finances.

Although his
piece was most
surely manufactured from local pine, our newest
acquisition is a fine example of what would have
been available to a businessman in the mid 19
century.

Above: a portion of the ‘straight’ split rail fence.
Right: the snake or ‘zig-zag’ split rail pattern.

SPLIT RAIL FENCE ‘FINALFE’

Finally, after a lengthy period of detailed
planning and organizing, Historic Bovaird House
now stands proudly behind a magnificent cedar
split rail fence Hopefully this impressive addition
to the property, in some way, replicates the fence
that guarded the property over a hundred years
ago.

The volunteers decided to build the fence
not only using the ‘straight’ form but also in the
‘snake’ (zig-zag) design, a popular style of rail
fence that simplified traversing uneven or difficut
terrain. Even today, this charming and rustic
form of fencing can be seen framing many
Ontario farm fields. The weather and time
resistant properties of primarily white cedar, have
ensured that we can still admire split rail fences
today that were built over a hundred years ago.

On behalf of all the HBH volunteers, we
would like to extend heartfelt thanks to Mr
Albert Post (Caledon) and Mr Peter Caan (Peel
Feed Co. Inc., Brampton) for their help, support
and encouragement for our project. All the HBH
volunteers toil willingly and tirelessly for the
betterment of the museum and its’ grounds and it
is always greatly appreciated when members of
the business community step up and offer a
helping hand. We are truly indebted to them.

When driving by or visiting HBovairdH we hope
you take the opportunity to admire our new
sturdy and rugged fencing running the complete
length of the property alongBovaird Drive.



A GREAT FAMILY SECRET RECIPE
IS SECRET NO MORE !!

Volunteer Julie McPhee writes:
below is my great grandmother's very secret
recipe which was heavily guarded until now. She
was born in Cannington, Ontario in 1884 and the
recipe was passed to her from my Grandmother
who passed away in 1899. This relish was canng
in small jars and served with Roast Chicken.
ingredients: 12 sweet red peppers minced
6 peaches minced
3 lemons sliced *
4 large slices of crystallized ginger *
* put the lemon and ginger in a cheesecloth and tie
1 pint white vinegar
1 % cups white sugar
cooking instructions:

Cook lemon and ginger in vinegar for 20 minutes.
Remove the cheesecloth bag from the vinegar.
Add 1 3/4 cups white sugar and the fruit.

Cook until thick (don’t burn), about 40 minutes.
Put in hot sterilized jars with metal tops.

d

House & Craft Shop Information

Open Wednesday, Saturday & Sunday 12 to 4pm
mid-February to mid-December

parking & general admission are always free
all donations gratefully accepted

phone: (905) 874-2804
e-mail: bovairdhouse@yahoo.ca
website: www.bovairdhouse.ca
located at the south-east corner of
Kennedy Road North & Bovaird Drive East, Brampton.

Mailing address: P.O. box 41616
230 Sandalwood Parkway,Brampton, Ontario,
Canada. L6Z 4R1

Brampton Historical Society Meetings

All BHS meetings are held on the third Thursday
of the month, 7:15pm at the Heart Lake
Presbyterian Church, 25 Ruth Street in Brampton.

Join us monthly for interesting guest speakers,
historical information and meet many other individiis
concerned about heritage preservation
within our region and community.

please visit: wwwviboramptonhistoricalsociety.com

Biographical Update

The latest research into the Chisholm
family has revealed these facts about Edward
Chisholm, grandson to Peter Chisholm who
actually built Historic Bovaird House in 1852: we
knew Edward was born in 1850, presumably out
of wedlock to Maryann Chisholm and he went to
live with Elizabeth Chisholm after her marriage to
Alexander Dick. Apprenticed to the publishing
trade he became the foreman of the Banner and
then moved to Bellville in the same business. Due
to a muscle wasting disease, Edward returned to
live with Maryann in Edmonton lot 21 1st Line E
Chinguacousy. He died on August 19, 1889 and
was buried in Dixon Cemetery. Maryann married
John Holms on October 8, 1858 in Grey County.
They moved back home showing up on the 1871
census. Sometime later they moved to Edmonton
(now Snelgrove) to farm. Maryann died October
1, 1906. She also was buried in Dixon Cemetery.

The Peel Heritage Complex
9 Wellington Street East, Brampton.
www.peelheritagecomplex.org
telephone: (905) 791-4055

The Complex features an ever-changing arra)
of art, exhibits and interesting displays, designe

Inside Th

to educate and amuse all visitors.
Complex you will find:



